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demons at bay atleast for some time till Maha Vishnu resolved
the problem. Chandika Devi accompanied Parasara rishi and
started guarding the asram. Seeing Chandika Devi, Dantakan
took his bow and arrow and virtually showered arrows on the
asram. Chandika Devi got angry. She destroyed the rathas of
asuras. She released the sulayutham and destroyed the sakthi
weapon let loose by Tanjakan. Tanjakan fell unconscious on
the ground. But, unfortunately, even as she was slaying the
demons, the others would go and sprinkle the water from the
amrutha varthini and the demons would spring back to life, thus
it seemed a continuous severe endless fight. In the meantime,
Maha Vishnu appeared before Parasara rishi. Maha Vishnu
reminded the rishi about the advice given by Indra on the
advisability of taking amrutham to the earth. However, like the
proverbial swan separating the milk from the water, Perumal
separated amrutham from the tank. Thus, the defeated demons
could not renew their energy by drinking the water mixed with
amrutham in the tank as the Lord seperated the amrith from
the waters in the tank.
Having taken the first step of ensuring that the amrutham
is denied to the demons, Maha Vishnu decided to fight with
Tanjakan and Dantakan leaving Tarakan to Chandika Devi.
Tanjakan let loose a lot of arrows. But all the arrows which
fell on Vishnu were like flowers being showered on the Lord
causing no damage to the Lord. Suddenly Tanjakan took on
the form of an elephant, took a sala tree in his trunk and
rushed on to the God. Immediately God transformed Himself
into Narasimha and was all set to tear the elephant to pieces.
The asura seeing the fierce form of Narasimhar, transformed
himself back into a demon. Perumal in the form of Narasimhar>
however, caught hold of him by his hair, put him on his lap
and wanted to break his head and tear open his heart At that
time, the asura pleaded with Perumal to grant him a small wish
before his death. God asked him to ask for the boon. The demon
Tanjakan then said, 'O Lord! You have taken on the form of
Narasimha just to destroy me. I pray that you continue to stay
here and enable the devotees to see You in the same Narasimha
roopa in this place*. In addition, he prayed that the place where
he was going to be killed should be named as Tanjapuri in